
PAUL HALL CENTER FOR MARITIME TRAINING & EDUCATION 

PROVIDES TRAINING FOR  

A CAREER AS MERCHANT MARINER 

Seafarers International Union (SIU) specializes in the Maritime Trade.  SIU represents professionally 
trained Unlicensed Merchant Mariners who performs work aboard U.S. flag vessels that transport cargo 
throughout the Deep Sea, Great Lakes and Inland waterways.  A Merchant Marine fleet carries imports 
and exports during peacetime, during national emergency, and becomes an auxiliary of the Department 
of Defense during wartime to deliver troops and war materials to conflict zones and is considered the 
fourth arm of defense.    
 
SIU is affiliated with the Paul Hall Center for Maritime Training and Education that offers a (14) month 
Unlicensed Apprentice Program which includes; free education and training, free room and board, free 
meals, guaranteed first job, free advance courses for a licensed 3rd Mate or 3rd Engineer, Associates 
degree in Nautical Science or Marine Engineering.   
 
There are two working groups aboard a ship; Licensed Operators (Officers) and Unlicensed.  The SIU 
represents the Unlicensed group which has (3) departments; Deck, Engine, and Steward:   
 
Deck – The Deck department are responsible for navigating the vessel and handling its cargo.  Operates 
deck machinery and lifesaving equipment, booms, winches, forklifts, cranes, mooring and anchoring 
ship, deployment and recovery of oceanographic instruments, docking and undocking, handling lines, 
standing lookout watch and helmsman in the wheelhouse.  The unlicensed Deck ratings includes; 
Ordinary Seaman, General Vessel Assistant, Able Bodied Seaman, and Boatswain.    
 
Engine – The Engine department are responsible for operating and maintaining a vessel’s propulsion and 
auxiliary systems, main engines, boilers, fuel, steering mechanisms, electrical, refrigeration systems, 
sewage treatment, lube oil, and standing watch in the engine room.   There are various unlicensed 
ratings in the Engine room which includes; Wiper, Oiler, Junior Engineer, Fireman, Deck Engine 
Mechanic, Engine Repairman, Pumpman, Electrician, Machinist, Conveyorman, and Refrigerator 
Engineer. 
 
Steward – The Steward department generally skilled in cooking, baking, and food preparation.  They are 
responsible for preparing and serving meals, maintaining the galley and operating its food preparation 
equipment, mess halls and living quarters of the crew.  Conduct general housekeeping and sanitation 
duties of the crew living spaces, overseeing ships inventory, ordering provisions.  The Steward 
unlicensed ratings includes; Steward Assistant, Assistant Cook Utility, Chief Cook, Steward Baker, Chief 
Steward. 
 
While this career is not suited for everyone, it’s adventurous, allows you to travel abroad to different 
countries and experience different cultures while making a living wage.   


